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EXCURSION ~ NEWS SHEET 


Meeting Oct 7 Gary Bennison - Algae. 


Meeting. ‘Nov 4 Dr. Tom Rich - Victoria’s Polar Dinosaurs (Stella Bedgood 
Memorial Lecture at St. Cuthbert’s Hall. Elliot St., Ballarat). 


Excursion “Oct 9 Brisbane Ranges - Frank Harrap. 


Excursion 


Nov 6 Paddy Ranges - Maryborough FNC. 


Meetings as specified are held 


President: MrJGregurke Ph: at the School of Mines and 
Secretary: Mrs M Rotheram Industries, Lydiard Street Sth, 
Treasurer: Mr-G Binns . : Art Building, commencing at 7.30 
Editor: Mr A Dyson p.m. EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, 


COMMENCE FROM BOOK CITY, cnr 
STURT AND ARMSTRONG STS, BALLARAT 
at 9.30 a.m. for FULL DAY OUTING: 
OR at 1.30 p.m. for HALF DAY. 


Field Reports 


Ken McDonnell - Fantail and Bronze Cuckoos calling in his garden 
at Invermay. 


Florence Williamson - a flock of Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos over 
Ballarat North on Sep. 2. 


Avis Barlow - two kangaroos browsing in her garden at Mt. Helen. 
She wondered if the drought had brought them in to.the built up 
area. 


Diary Dates 
Stella Bedgood Memorial Lecture - 4 November 


There will be a “Working Bee” at 2 pm. on the 4th to prepare for the 
evening lecture - St. Cuthbert’s Hall, Elliot St. Native flowers and 
leaves are needed for decoration. Goods are needed for our 
“Trading Table” and members are asked to bring two plates for 
supper. 


“Mooramong” - Sunday November 27 


During Open Day at “Mooramong” Neville Scarlett will speak to 
members on the “Mooramong Grassland Project” as a preliminary 
study for the talk he will give to the club at the February meeting in 
1995. Also Tim Barton (Ranger) will. speak on Grassland 
establishment and harvesting of native grasses. There will be further 
details in the November newsletter. 


Christmas Excursion - 4 December 


Please advise the numbers of adults and children (with ages of the 
children) at the November meeting, or by telephoning Ken 
Hammond or Del McDonnell by November 4. 

The meeting place is at the Bandstand Rotunda in Beaufort at 2 pm 
on the 4 December. 


FNCB Committee Meeting - next mT Wednesday 26 Cees 
(Helen Burgess). 


LAKE WYN WYN 


The club has received a letter from Richard Alcorn, Chairman of the 
Lake Wyn Wyn Appeal, thanking us for our donation. He reported 
that the Stilts have returned this spring to the Natimuk - Douglas 
saline wetlands. On September 12 they counted 22,000 Banded 
Stilts and 1,100 Red-necked Avocets. ' 


DCNR has arranged excursions on October 9 and 16. These will 
begin at the viewing platform on Mt. Arapiles at 1 pm. Bookings can 
be made through the Horsham office of the department on 


THE BIRDS OF SLIMBRIDGE AND THE FARNE ISLANDS (U.K) 


Ken McDonnell spoke at our September meeting on this subject and 
showed lots of slides taken at Slimbridge and on the islands. 


The story of Slimbridge began in Antartica, in a tent when the 
doomed Captain Robert Scott wrote in his last letter to his wife, 
“Make the boy interested in Natural History - it is better than games 
.... The boy was Peter Scott who was to become so well known as 
‘an artist, writer, glider pilot, broadcaster and conservationist. 


Late in the 1940’s a gathering of interested.and influential people 
met and agreed to set up a fund to support an entity devoted to the 
conservation of wild fowl. Peter Scott was its first Director. The 

- nucleus of birds was Scotts own collection of birds and gifts from the 
collections of others. The place was Slimbridge - on the mudflats 
and meadows known as the New Grounds on the southern bank of 
the River Severn in Gloucestershire. This was an appropiate place 
since the New Grounds have been an overwintering place for most 
species of geese seen in Britain.(Especially the White-fronted 
Goose which migrates down from Iceland - there can be up to 4000 
of these present). 


Some of Ken’s slides taken at Slimbridge included the - 


Swan Goose from Siberia, the origin of the domestic “Chinese 
Goose”. Ross’s Goose from Canada and the USA and the Emperor 
Goose form Alaska. The Bar-headed Goose which winters in the 
Northern India area and has been recorded flying at 29,000 feet 
above the Himalayas. Canada Goose of which there are many 
races, making it very common. It has been established in the U.K 
since the seventeenth century. 

The Hawaian Goose - only found on Hawaii and in 1947 only 50 of 
these geese existed. Slimbridge started with 3 birds in 1951 and in 
10 years the number had built up to 126. Many are returned 
regularly to Hawaii and liberated but breeding in the wild has not 
been very successful. 

The Red-breasted Goose which was also very scarce. They breed in 
the Siberian Tundra and although they nest close to birds of prey 
(especially Peregrine falcons), on rocky islets and cliffs the raptors 
do not predate - apparently falcons do not hunt close to the nests. 


Many ducks are seen at Slimbridge - New Zealand Shelduck with 
gL very dark, almost black colouring with white in the wing. The 


Cinnamon [eal which breeds in western America, African Yellow 
Duck, South Georgian Teal (or Pintail) which is a carrion eater. The 
European Eider Duck, Tufted Duck African Yellowbill Duck, Falcated 
Teal and Puna Teal and many others. 


The Farne Islands are small rocky islands off the coast of 
Northumberland. They are formed from igneous rocks which provide 
fairly vertical cliffs, the tops are rounded through glacial action and 
there is a limited amount of alluvial clay on one or two of the larger 
‘islands. The islands make splendid nesting sites for a number of 
species. The islands were bought by the National Trust in 1928 and 
their role as a wild life sanctuary began. Visitors are permitted in a 
controlled way - two islands are open for visits - Ken visited Staple 
Island during June when there was much nesting activity and some 
of the slides showed thousands of birds on stacks and on the water. 
The Kittiwakes build a very well constructed nest on ledges, some in 
precarious positions. They use fibrous material cemented with mud, 
algae, guano or soil. Studies show that: the older established 
couples (and therefore most successful), tend to have nest sites in 
the centres of nesting colonies. It could be then the more mature 
have better ledges and the less mature have to develop skills to 
survive on the less suitable sites. However congestion of nest sites 
does not impede successful breeding. The Puffins come to land only 
to breed. The bright beak is evident only in the breeding season. 
. They feed on small fish and small backward pointing serrations 
enable them to carry up to 5 fish at a time when retuming to the 
nesting burrows. 

Guillemots also spend most of their time at sea. They do not build a 
nest and lay a single egg on the rock surface. There has been a 
dramatic increase in their numbers since their nesting sites have 
been protected - in 1971 the population was estimated at 1700 pairs 
and in 1986 at 14,000 pairs. 

Razorbills are not so common - in 1990 about 96 breeding pairs 
were estimated. They nest in more sheltered places than the 
guillemots - in crevices and between rocks. They feed by diving from 
the sea surface, using their feet and wings. ; 

The Shags nest on broad ledges from the late winter onwards, using 
seaweed or vegetation and will often repair old nests. They feed by 
diving for fish and chasing the prey beneath the water using their 
wings and legs. 


We thank Ken for the time he spent in preparing and delivering this 
talk on-his experiences at Slimbridge and the islands. 
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ORCHIDS of the BALLARAT DISTRICT 
No. 18 of a series 
Scientific Name: Pterostylis nana 


Common Names : Dwarf Greenhood, 
Snail Orchid 


Flowering time in this district is usually from 
August to October. 


Ce ) 


This small slender greenhood can be found 
in all types of country throughout the Ballarat 
area. It often grows in small colonies in the 
shelter of shrubs or trees of our lightly 
timbered areas but it may also be found in 
some of our more open spaces. 

This species has a rosette of small 
leaves encircling the base of the flowering 
stem and usually sheathing stem bracts are 
present as well. The variously striped green 
and white flowers are small. The lateral sepal 
points are erect and held well above the galea, 
each point being somewhat thickened or 
club-shaped. The galea is erect for about two 
thirds its length and then bends forward, 
becoming almost horizontal.The short 
greenish-brown labellum with a blunt 
recurved tip is not visible from the 
outside. 

I have seen this orchid growing 
in the following places of the Ballarat 
district: 


Mt. Beckwith Dereel 

Bald Hills Mt. Erip 

Long Forest Road Sandon - 
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Pterostylis nana 


BALLARAT FIELD CLUB AND SCIENCE SOCIETY 


(Thanks to Margaret Rotheram for this article - an extract from the 
Courier dated 20 April, 1884) 


The annual meeting of the Ballarat Field Club and Science Society 
was .held at the School of Mines last evening. Mr Jas. Oddie 
(president) in the chair. 


ANNUAL REPORT - If the labor done by the Society during the 
second year of its existence has been unostentatious, it has, 
nevertheless been the source of rational enjoyment and mental 
profit to a good many of us, and although a stern rulg forbids us to 
pass a formal vote of thanks to speakers and exhibitors -at our 
ordinary meetings, | feel called upon in this place to record the 
appreciation in which the gentlemen who supplied us with 
intellectual food during the past year are held by me, and | am sure 
by all of you. The number of subjects of the addresses given 
dudring the year are as follow, viz: - six in geology and physical 
geography, two in electrical science, three in microscopy, two in 
botany, two in entomology, and one in ornithology. The society 
consists of fifty-one members. | trust we shall draw into one circle 
many more staunch workers, both professional and amateur: the 
labor is sure to find its reward. Practical people view science from a 
strict utilitarian standpoint, and value it chiefly as a helpmate to the 
arts and industries. Others there are who follow science for the sake 
of mental exercise and mental discipline: but there is a third class to 
whom the study of science (and | refer particularly to natural 
Science) is a source of pleasure, and a person with a knowledge of 
natural science will search for beauty in nature, instead of trusting to 
chance to have it forced on his attention. A living philosopher has 
said that a person who is ignorant of natural science will take a stroll 
over the hills, or by the seaside, like one who walks through a 
gallery filled with wonderful works of art: nine-tenths of which have 
their faces turned to the wall.. Teach him something of natural 
history, and you will place in his hands a catalogue of those which 
are worth turning round. You often hear people say they would take 
more outdoor exercise if they had an object to go for. | am sure a 
person with some knowledge of natural history need never be at a 
loss for an object. | trust we shall soon resume our regular field 
excursions. [Adopted] 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT - The financial statement showed a credit 
balance of 2 pounds, 18 shillings and 6 pence, and the balance- 
sheet was adopted. , 

ELECTIONS - President. Mr Jas Oddie, re-elected: vice-presidents, 
Messers R. Lewis and A. Mica Smith: treasurer, L.J. Jones: 
secretary, Mr F.W. Krause: assistant-secretary, Mr F.J. Martell: 
committee, Messers R.T. Vale, W.H. Wooster, C. Bailey, |.J. Jones, 
R.W. Phillips, J. Campbell, and Joseph Mitchell. 

A vote of thanks to the charrterminated the meeting. Subsequently 
a conversazione was held, when there was a very large attendance 
of members of the club and their friends. There were fourteen or 
fifteen microscopical instruments, attended by the members and 
those present spent a most enjoyable evening. 
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